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To support the accelerated rollout of compost service, recycling carts will be collected bi-weekly and
large item pickup will change to an every-nine-week schedule beginning in January 2025. For more
information on service changes coming in 2025, visit the Expanded Waste Collection Services page.

Help Denver cut down on landfill waste by signing up for compost service today! To learn more
about composting in Denver, click here.

Print:
Sign-up for Denver’s Free Weekly Compost Service

Good news! The City and County of Denver is introducing free, citywide compost service to all
remaining neighborhoods in Denver during the first quarter of 2025. If you use the City of Denver’s
solid waste collection services, you can now sign up to receive a green compost cart.

Compost carts are offered in two sizes (65 or 95 gallons) and will be collected weekly. Letters with
instructions on how to sign up for compost service have been mailed to all remaining solid waste
customers. All requests received by Jan.10 will be delivered by the end of March. If you miss the
initial Jan. 10 deadline, you can still opt in and receive your preferred cart size after the accelerated
delivery initiative is complete.

To support the accelerated rollout of compost service, recycling carts will be collected bi-weekly and
large item pickup will change to an every-nine-week schedule beginning in January 2025. For more
information on service changes coming in 2025, visit Denvergov.org/ExpandedCollection.

Help Denver cut down on landfill waste by signing up for compost service today! To learn more
about what goes in your compost cart and how to sign up, visit Denvergov.org/compost.

Sorting Guidelines & Compost Rollout Flyer: Click here to download




E"A DENVER

' TRANSPORTATION &
INFRASTRUCTURE

Hey Denver!
Weekly compost collection is coming to your
neigh borhood
La ! de se esta diendo por barrios.
COMPOST THESE ITEMS IN YOUR GREEN carr We' ly serviceto jEst
COMPOST ESTOS ARTICULOS EN SU CARRITO VERDE ‘your neighborhood! semanal gratuito a su vecindario!
Food Scraps | Restos de comid: Yard Debris | escombros de pardin 0 10,001 1 10 0N @ sert. o .l'b--il'-v--—'-ﬂ"&"h
@ } * your cart size for detvery. :—-—--m«-m—--—u
g& k’ > of o o 27N o :
o C\ } j Soweved cormpestable bags. ‘Dolsas compostabies pecushes sprodbedes por le CMA-
* ‘ 2 « Dowrload tne Desver Trash asa Recyciing Azp or st 5
EA r - ovs it o abome
Nhod Gl Coffie Gronns. Duiry, (ggwelin, Frots n.pu». Brmmiher Brash. - « Scan the QR code to leern morel = Tvanin o o490 QR pur shtoont il hemmmstivt
Weat & oo Prujured fond Spated o Moy Tosd Weods o Iy
v | b prpers . At ok wpestts ¢ ibimen Learn more stout phased compost rotout ot
Denvergov.org/compent
Let Us Cover Your Route.
Permitanos cubrir su ruta.
are
Trash based on
ey
Tinancial assstance is svalabie! Sl
: ..
hold. B3
L L e T ——r— foud & Bewings Cartons, Waguin, Contrmers. Bt oy,
Vo D At Cam e e, Gy s Brn e Pt v, P U i gl Who's eligible? Quién es elegible?
i e o ot o e ¢ %0 00%
Visit un onine 1o view snmual income requremants. an e facrura. Visitenos an liea pars conwultar lar requraros
de ingresos anusies.
Apply now! iinscribase ahora!

Vaite demergor ong expandedcolection o escanet

[p pEnver I DENVER

Frequently Asked Questions
When will residents get their compost carts?

Solid Waste will send a letter to customers that do not yet have compost service available with
information and instructions to select a cart size. Residents will be given the option to “opt-in” to
service by selecting the cart size they want via Denver Utilities Online account, 311 case, or return
mail. Solid Waste will also offer “come and get it” events to allow for self-service. All requests
received by January 10 will be delivered by the end of March. Should a resident miss the initial
deadline, they are still able to opt in and will receive their preferred cart size after the accelerated
delivery initiative is complete.

Residents can go to Denvergov.org/CompostRollout for more information and should look out for a
letter in December with instructions to select their cart.

Can I request a cart after the initial rollout process has ended in my neighborhood?

Yes! To be included in the first round of cart deliveries, you must request your cart by the deadline
stated in your compost rollout letter. Cart selections made after that date will be delivered after we
complete the initial requests. Solid Waste will not deliver a compost cart until we receive your cart
selection. Not sure if you received a letter? Visit Denvergov.org/CompostRollout!

| am arenter. Can | request a compost cart, or does my landlord have to request it?

If you are a renter who uses the City and County of Denver’s waste collection services, you can
request a compost cart in one of the following ways:

o [f the utility services for your address are registered to your name, you can request a
compost cart through your Denver Utilities Online (DUO) account.
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e If the utility services are registered to your landlord’s name, call 311 and ask for Solid
Waste Customer Service to request a compost cart.

¢ Return the form the in the letter you receive using the return envelope provided.

e Bring the letter and proof of address to the Cart Maintenance facility during operating
hours (2013 S. Osage St, Monday-Friday 8am-2pm).

When does collection service start after | receive my compost cart?

Right away! You can start setting your compost cart out for collection the week following delivery.
Compost is collected on the same day as trash and recycling and should be set out with your
recycling. Note that any carts picked up at the cart maintenance facility will not be collected for
weekly service until February 3.

Are businesses and apartments eligible for compost collection?

Compost service is available only to residential customers of Denver’s Solid Waste Management
division. Apartment buildings with seven or fewer units are serviced by Solid Waste Management,
but larger apartments are not. For information about Waste No More, which applies to larger
apartment complexes, restaurants, office buildings, and other commercial facilities, visit the Waste

No More page.
Solid Waste Management is only authorized to provide services to residential homes of seven or

fewer units. Please visit our Apartment and Multi-family Recycling page for information on trash,
recycling, and compost at these buildings.

How can | opt out of compost?

At this time, no action is needed to opt out of compost. Solid Waste will only deliver carts to
households that request one. Before service begins in your neighborhood, we will reach out directly
to each customer with information to get started.

How do | know what to put in a green compost cart?
Food scraps and yard trimmings!

Making compost easy and convenient for new customers is a priority! To get started, every new
compost customer will receive a compost guide with their green cart. All residents are encouraged to
use the Waste Directory to look up items you are unsure about. Download the Denver Trash and
Recycling App or visit Denvergov.org/Cartsmart.

What happens to my compost after collection?

The organic material collected through the compost collection program is sent to a commercial
composting facility is run by Waste Management (WM). There, organic material is ground into fine
pieces by an industrial grinder and then composted under controlled conditions, so it can break
down quickly and contribute to making quality compost.

After composting is complete, WM performs a number of analytical tests on the compost using an
independent laboratory, to ensure the compost is a quality product before selling it. Compost can be
purchased in bulk directly from the DADS facility, and bagged compost can be found at most garden
and hardware stores.

How does the City check for compost contamination?
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In the weeks after your compost cart is delivered, the City will perform audits to check in on how new
customers are using their carts.

The City’s drivers and inspectors also regularly check carts for contamination (items that can’t be
composted) during collection. Please note that if contamination is found, the cart will not be
collected, and carts that are being misused may be subject to removal.

Does the compost service impact my bill?

Compost service (no matter how much you use it or the size of your compost cart) does not change
your invoice amount — that is tied only to the size of your trash cart.

Declining compost service does not change the invoice amount. The Phased Service Rollout Credit
will be removed from your next invoice once service begins in your neighborhood, even if you elect
not to use the service.



